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Her Hosband Wizs Frassdeni—

Most Venerable of the
Mistresses of the
White House is the
Widow of President
Garfield, Who Re-
cently Celebrated Her
Eightieth Birthday

O YOU knoso that there are still liv-

g no feswer than five svomen who

have enjoyed the honars of the

Ihite House, four of them in their time

bearing the title, popularly conferred, of First

Lady of the Land, the fifth becoming the

wife of a president after his retirement from
his high office?

The fates that seem to watch over

women and preserve them to longer life than
ts granted to thely husbands have performed
that gracions office more gencrously to the
wives of prestdents than to these of any other
Admericans. Only 1zio presidents survive, and
one is the present executive. Aparr from Mr.
and Mrs. Taft, the proportion of wives sur-
viving H'hite Honse years is as four to one of
husbands, even though the vitality of Colonel
Roosevelt may be appraised as equal to that
of any four other men swho have held the
presidential office.
' The sorrow that attends all such partings
al the grave has left its mark on the majority
of these women, swhose husbands' rise to dis-
tinction so  strikingly ecxalted them 1o the
greatest height our social body affords, and
one at I2ast has lived her J’mr_:; years in the
somber shadese of the dire tragedy which has
tnvariably come to the American people as a
wational misfortune, in which all share the
mourning of the wictim's itmmediate family.

But they, like other widows less con-
spicuous in the public eye, have proved how
beantifully, how gently and sweetly they can
bear their sorrow. They show how no emi-
nence, however pmposing, can  change the
essenttal nature of the American-wife and
maother from that admirable type of matronly
strengtl and dignity swhich has been the object
of humanity's reverence since the simple
annals of the Old Testament depicted rhf.-
Jamily as the source and centey of all that is
good and pure in a people's character,

through the most cruel ordeal
of the White House lives
an, her fourscors yYoors o
her nature only made more
ble by the bitter angulsh of the time,
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when 6t the very Lbeginning of a earcer which might
hiave besn fruitful of splendld achlevement her hus-
bund s shot down by an azanssin.

Mr Lucretia Garfleld was a farmor'a daughtar,

county, in Ohlo, in 1532, Hers

50 many thousands of Ameri-

Irls know; It would be 4ccounted no romance at

¢ the avernge writor of fictlan. But if he were
B great writer he could not fall to desory in its sim-
nle, hemely ¢ s¢ the clements of the Mnest, most
nppealing love ¥, Just because It is. 8o typlcal of
our natienal ¢ :, She arnd Mr, Garfleld wore
etudents at Hir when they met, and It was a trae
boy and glrl attachment, the first love that came to
the hearis of both. But thelr marricge was deferred,
#8 many ancther has been deferred, until they fait
they must meet fortune together and gonguer it by
thelr united efforts, hecame his wife when she
wag 26 yeurs old, in Hudson, O,

As time pasged and polltical prefarmont founa Mr.
Gnarfield one of those most fitted for faver, his wite
proved one of those women who are quidified to share

bt any station thelr husbands can attain, She polsassed
that goul of good breeding which draws Its Inapiration
from & nature &t once strong and sympathetlie, and
Washington, capital of a mighty natlon, found In her
ite gualitles which have been attributes of s many
other womeén who at the time of thelr wedding it e
Areamed of consarting with those who rule ane of the
powerful peoples of tha waorld

Mr. Garfleld’'s nomination and election apg presidant
was, in kin own eyes and In thoss of his family, AmMnng
thoss little-expected events which chiunge the whale
current of life. He had his ambitions and his hones,

cbut there was not In his mind or his disposition thay

co of high honors whilch makes some men re.
: :: ‘,n,a'edl}“m‘u],_ﬁm’ office with the fecling thap 1t (g

dnce such
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their inevitable due, He boasted no star and, indeed,
vaunted no mission, He was rather the modest states-
man in polltice who balleved In right and duty and
could not fall to make on all who knew him the
impress of a good man, wise and kind.

The relations between Mr. Garfield and hiz wife
were those which so markedly united Mr. and Mrs.
MecKiniey, a loverilke tenderness which never dimin-

ished and was leea observed In the oase of Guarficld
only because the wife, in normal health, required lecss
obvious attention than did Mrs. McKinley, the invalld
She was deeply attached to Washington, not merely
becouse of the agreeable social atmosphers and the
poeition she enjoved. but rather because it was the
city filled with memorles that responded ta tho pride
she felt In heér husband's honors. His death, after
the long days of torturing anxlety, left her with
resources so modest that the $3%50.000 fund for herself
and her children, raised by popular subscription, furs
nished. an income genuinely needed It enabled her to
make Washington her winter home, and she =pent
spring and summer at her old reeldence in Mentor,
the suburb of Cleveland which holds the ether,
intimate memories of her later married life.
When the more acute pangs of sorrow abated into
some feellng of resignation Mrs. Garfleld found her
nlehe in & world that had looked too hlack to be lived
in Immediately after her husband's death. She had
her children to give her heart to, and as they ranged
afield In working out their destinies n}}e devoted her-
Belf to charlty and these helpful acts of kindness
which have endeared her to all who know her,

more

HALOED BY WIDOWHOOD

Her feoatures in earller years. while thay wers
strong and wholesome, would scarcely have heen
termed handsome. But as her widowhond has lenzth-
ened & rare and exquisite beauty has dawned In her
face, as though her ordeal had erowned her with a
consecration to all in life which can be secounted
gentle and kind and true. The observance of her
elghtieth birthday recently emphasized the affection
in which she Ils held as something personal to her
and distinet from the sympathy felt for the widow of
6 murdered president

Tt ls such an affectionate regard, but with the ele-
ment of tragle pity absent that attaches to Mrs. Cleve-
land. Her life In the White House, inaugurated amid
rose colors of romance which for years tinged maiden
thoughta with charmed admiration thfoughout the
United States, was dignified by the imposing figure
made by her husband at homs and abroad His
immensa forcefulness centered upon him an unusial
attentlon, and Mrs. Cleveland's girlish lovellness was
8 epell to make the old and stately apartments more
than merely homallike; they beceme almost romantie.

The steady increase In popular regard and respect,
toward the laat approaching reverence, which fol-
lowed Mr. Cleveland into his retirement at Princeton,
Invested his wife long after Whito House honors wera
forgotten with a digoity before the Amerlcan peapla
that surpassed that attributed to her at the helght of
inferest in her distinction ns a bride.

Yot =he was at no time any more pretentious or
ambitious & woman than the typleal American wife
and mother; her wifehood and motherhood, shinply
and sensibly borne, sufliced to hold a universal respoct,
ns sincere and profound as that given her
tinguished husband,

Her children playved in Princeton’s streets wearing
elothes as modestly durable as those of any neighbor
in very moderate clrcumstances; she herself remaincd
Just the sensible housewifse to outward seeming,
&lthough her husband and his intimates appreclated

dis-
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her rare gifts of mind. Her active spirlt kept her in

close touch with local affairs, and she was n factor to

be considered in all movements which bade falr to Im-

prove conditions of living, whether théy were thosa of
the prosperous or the poor

Mr. ind’s denth left her anid her children in

[ *ul comfort, although af no wvery
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on the death of a houssh & bead she made the frst
trip abroad she has enjoyed slnee her marriage and
she took with her all four children, her daughters

Esther and Marion and boys Rlchard and Francis
And even that bit of recreation was more for the
sake of her children than herself, for it was in the

T ZOTon oF Berz s
fm}m,fm é’lfé&ﬂaf-‘
FRatodrami.

@) Werdrra Adrwco?=

interest of thelr education. Her return, 1lke her
departure, was marked by the consistent avoidance
of notorlety which she has displayed cver slnce
notorlety rejoiced at Nnding such a shining mark to
talk about.

With Mre. Cleveland, as with Mrs. Garfleld—as, in
fact, with virtually every other woman who has
ranked as Arst lady of the land—tbhere has alweys been
noticeable precisely the unassuming modesty which
should servo as the best avidence of fitness tn wear
the title, in a soclety organlsed such as this, however
widely the lesser lights may meek to depart from the
original standards.

Mre. Harrigon, widow of Benjamin Harrison, has
bean the lady of the White Housc ln. practice, but
never was In fact, Yet she survives as the widow of
uw president of the United States and has heen true Lo
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the type of White House

Garfield and Mrs. Cleveland
Hers was another romance of the home In Wash-

ington around which cluster so many memories that
range from love to war, She was Mrs, Mary Dimmick,

ladles personified In Mrs.

the favored n ¢ of the Mrs, Harrisow who was in
Ly ¥, the White House che ne.  She was or .
the Harrlson family, so intin Iy u part of 1t that

slie made her home with her aunt e
Ha presidencs

When his incumbency becume a certainty, the Har-
risons congratulated themselves on the good fortune

which had attached to them an alde in thelr saclal
campalgns who was so handsoeme and so highly accam-
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T IS the Fourth of July—this vear, last year,
next year, any year. A hundred million
patriots and near-patriots, born of May-
Hlower stock or born of Magvar hunger for

American opportunities, reeall the familiar pie-
tire of 136 years ago.

A weak, almost helpless peeple, hemmed he-
tween the oak-ribbed power of Britain on the sea
and the whetted sealping knives of the savages on
their land. Patient, meek, leng snficring, starved
and oppressed until Christian humility can bear
no more, the handful of patriots rise in their might.
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In thunder tones the voice of freedom calls. Daring
all—nll hanging together lest all hang separately,
in the words of one of their providential leaders—
they hurl defiance in their oppressor’s teeth: starve,
frecze, perish of wounds and privation; yet never
falter, never quail. until at last their hateful foe,
giant, among the gisnt nations of the earth, draws
back in horror and Jread of their sublime prowess
and abjeetly acknowledges the justice of their holy
cause.

That’s the vi
phrased in strictly

on Fourth of July eonjures up,
appropriate style, isa’t it?

OLUTION

Well, the real truth is a sad siory. But, =ad
as it is ry year 1s making its verity more evi-
dent, ¢ year makes it more evident that the
vision, | the style of its deseription, belongs to
the utterly unreliable brain and the fire-alarm pen
of the trst Am 1 popular historian, Rev. Mason
L. Wi Idler, tiddler, fakor and the most
che ever came down the pike in
dire ing a dollar.

OF 4 zood many vears the int=]
| nited States, gulded b
rn by honest historians
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one gecretary of war in the United
ned that the militin of the revelu-

¥ Aeseriers that it was a miricle
lution at all,

ir the hlstarleal facts of
ached the stage of study he
cian Philosophical Society, which may be rated 1
the most conservative and dignified sefentifle
in the world.

FICTIONS OUTLIVE FACTS

Shilney G, Fisher, In an elaborate study of the actual
condiilons attending Lhe ravelution: found that tha
making of myiths ahout ost befure the
revolution did, whic s aliout a th nd yYears or so
ahead of mythmaking in other lands, Thi
only what an enterprising people Amerlcuns are, but
uldo in what reverence they hold thelr finest llars.

When he got all through he hadn’'t the smallest
hope to expresa that his countrymen will ever foreakas
the fiction and bhelleve the facts. The orlginal lying
was done at a time of such necessity, It stood so long
the teat of time, It has been 80 Ingrained and inborn
in the very convolutlons of the American brain, that
the millions ¥et unborn will be prépured to fight
harder in defenss of the Iving legends than others
have fought for the sake aof the truth.

Yet tho reasons for the myths now reverenced were
perfectly simple and natural,

“Though there wasa a  large loyalist  party,”
explained Mr. Fisher, “In some places a large majority,
it was so completely defented, hunted down. terrorized
and driven out of the country, seattered in. Canada
and various other British possessions, that, (o use a
vulgarism, they ‘never opencd thelr heads ngaln.' Only
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plished as Mrs. Harrison's niece. She dld prove Inval-
uable to her aunt, glving her that exceptional help
which only youth, comhbined with excellent judgment
and untiring Industry, can bring to bear. With no
trace of self-seclting ahe cnablod Mrs. Harrison to
enjoy the relief from il siraln that might have
heen afforded by wnother gell, o rellef particularly
needful In the case of her sunt, whosa falling health
at length ended in fatal {llness

Mrs. Dimmick then proved an unwearying nurss,
and ehn gave to Oeneral Harrlson's household, after
her aunt's death, the care which no one except ons so
near aof kin nnd so well acqualnted with family habits
could supply. In 1885, when Genernl Harrison was no
longer president, she became his wife. One chlld, a
daughter, Elizabeth Harrigson, was born to thiim before
the general died The child received one full third
in her father's real estate, about $63,000; and the
wildew a4 mountaln resldence owned by her husbsnd,
$16.000 In cosh, and a !lfe interest in the sum of
$125.000. These facts were hrought out in the legal
dlapute that was waged by the generol's son, Russall
Harrlson, and his daughter, Mra, Mary McKee.

The widow hae glven herself up to the care of hes
chlld and has been even less In the public eye than
Mrs. Cleveland, a simple and peaceful existence, con-
tent with the modest competency she and her daughter
possenns.

S0, of all the women wha have lived in tha Whits
Houre and been hostess at 1is great functlions, the anly
two who have the memorles and thelr husbands at ths
same time are M Foosevelt and Mrs. Taft, whosa
experiences ara atill in the making, Both these ladles
have been charmingly anéd sincerely true to the best
traditions of White House dignity snd hosplitality,
And both, when those whe know them beat speak of
thelr naotures, appear In the role of the wife who i
abeorbed In the welfare of her husband rather than in
the social aszpects of Washington life.

And that, too, is in accordance with the traditions
of the White House at Washington,

In racent times has any one had ths face to eollect
thelr evidence and arguments from the original
Eourcoes and publish them. The successful party in
America ignored them, to make It appear that the
revolution was a great, spoentanecus uprising ‘of tha
whale American people without a faction or disagree-

ment among themedlves In. England, striangely
enough, 23 Weore suspested of belng half rebels and
were treated as somewhat contemptible objects of
charity, or, at best, as mers rrovincials.

“In » second place” added Mr. Fisher, “"we wera
long a very dirunited people. Our writers and abls
men =iru ord to bulld up & natlun and Bive dignity
and respoct to hing. 1o make no demaglng
admisslons, to let no smallest fact oreep out that
might he advantage of It was teo much in
expect tnat they should describe the factions and
turmaoll of the revolution as they really were; the
milltary absurdity of the British general, Howe, let-
ting It go hLy defaull; the crualty and persecutions
llnmnl'-d on the loyalists, and their large numbers
S0 they deseribed k revolution that never happened
and never could happen, a whoop-and hurrah-boys
revolution, all spontaneous, ail united. merciful, noble,
perfact I viriue Brand {deas ore side; all

chedness, effetencss and degeneration on the

PLAIN AND FANCY FORGERY

With which candid preface Mr Fisher reviewed ons
Hte of Washington, which furnished a padestal of
divinity far the nutional hera and ief1 him go much of
a demigod and so lttle of & man that most of him,
the real himy, haw evaporated until the full-Slooded,
human, intelligibly great Washington Is as much of a
mummy as any Pharaoh who ever stankt of bitumen.
1t was written by Jared Sparks, president of Harvard
College, o perfervid patriot, who, for his country's
sake, did o lot of artistic lying and turned his facilae

pen to much journeyman's work in plain and fancy
torgery.

There was a third cause. The patriots in the
revolution were too Lusy ighting and hustling te
write any history! they had both honds and thelr
inouths full moaking It But. over in Engiand, the
Whig part tion to the Tories, as publish.
ing analy s in Amerlea In its  Annual
Hegister, from tLhe pens of aratora Ik
Burke and (hatham h. Eentiemen argued thay

e L

the rebels needed only ted kindly to come rune
ning back to thelr allegian 4nd they plctured them
a3 sufrering angela. The basic truth, Mr. Fisher pointed
out, was that the colonists belonged te the irrecons
tllable magna charta breed who would be tha egualr
of the best Britons at heme or would he indepondent
ulers of themselves. The Torles, after a while, di¢
te them everything they could possibly ask
pL independence, hut their neckas were stiffenc
g bist even o cobweb for a yoke from the frst gun-
shot of thelr rebelllon. The beautiful picture of their
loyvalty and threlr sufferings, of tLhelr moderation anc
virtues, of thelir successes und constancy, as palnted by
biritain’s foremost writers in the Annua Heglster, not,
Iy flattered the newly born national pride, bug i
far some years the only readily avallable record
obteined. So It happeneé
that the first historles of the revelution were drawe
tirely from that British source and were Infinltely
ive to Amerfcan complucence than if they

uine records here,
YEVEr, were supplied by the
a born genlus in superlatives, wn
old friud as a historlan, a
wime il by luek in the carly nineteenth
tury, hit the popular hunger for something
iy sutisfying and gug-gug-gloricus about the hero:
ol the revolution. As a Bujpular historinn, Pras.
Motley and Parkman have ved mure hewers o
il Gnd drawers of water beslde his Phoebus BOAr:

of revaolutlanary events to he

MAN OF VARIED PARTS

Parson Weems had a church in Vi
Vernon,  He waw a country book
Carey, of Polladelphin. He was
Whose talonis were exercised from n
Indian medieine faker. He was a fine
malkie¢ the country lads and lasses
i the merning. He had a big r
the money, =
b and M
niutual pr

Iila, near Mount
et for Matthow
Etump speaker
wagon, like an
fiddler, who could
shnke u leg till
amily, and he
\ ington, LN

ied and he sold, e
€ of the whole
on ran through
the social,
sanctimanious
o sunday schodl lay figure that v il
pe the fraud of unreallty the fiddling parson
Hiim. Of Lhe revolution itself he made a
homeric and biblleal combat of glants, titans and
minoths arrayed against the unfathomable corrup-
and wickedness of a dozen dragons and flends who
1led themselves the king and ministry of England.
He didn't cdre a hang about facts; he nevor did a
ztrolie of research; he simply tock the Whigs' Annual
itegister and whooped Its hiased recards u about
afih degrees and cut loose for heroisms in o st_\'lr:\ mixad
up of scvipture, Homer, Virgil and the vigorous buck-
wonds of his native land, He was, M Fisher thinks,
mythmaker who ev
and Fentle Virgll push
Nave

E _gontleman, a

.

the greatest

ved, and he has
vld Hon

down among the

IR,
n Weema' histories evervthing rages an
storms, slashes and tears. In his lmlll(—f tlu;f; .\merd.
lcana and the English plunge thelr bayonets inte
cach other's breasts and 'rnll_ forward togather, faint,
shrieking in death and mingling their smoking hlood.”
“Why was thls eruel war made? the parson asks
In dealing with Its cause.
wanted money for his hungry relatlons and his min.
leters stakes for gaming tables or diamond necklacas
for their mistresses.”
“It wns the most popular, short, easy,
*explanation that could hnve heen devised. '
1:'!5\!}1110-!1!&
#fliake:

[nralcill;ml
. Mr. Fishe
“It reveals nathing of the real {ssun ‘n{
nothing of the question of the Supremacy of
parliament ar the ather great principles invalved,
It pleassd vast n hoers of the pooplie: they could
it instantly, It appenled to their suspictons of
—dho effete monarchias across the
It ‘has stuck Lo this day;and in spite of Mr, Fisher’y
concluding appeal to his compatriots to gee their
revolution in its real dignity and Its true human pen
spective, It scems llkely to sticlk forever,

wha’
Atlantie really were,

Bui .
Braspie

!

{

“Bimply hecause the king '




